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The F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and the EA-18G Growler are advanced carrier-based
aircraft developed by Boeing for the United States Navy, both playing crucial but
distinct roles in modern naval aviation. The Super Hornet, introduced in the late
1990s, is a larger and more capable evolution of the original F/A-18 Hornet. It
comes in two variants: the single-seat F/A-18E and the tandem-seat F/A-18F.
Designed as a true multirole platform, the Super Hornet performs a wide range
of missions including air superiority, strike, interdiction, close air support, and
aerial refueling. It features enhanced range, payload, survivability, and advanced
avionics, making it a cornerstone of carrier air wings. The EA-18G Growler, derived
from the two-seat F/A-18F airframe, is a dedicated electronic warfare aircraft that
replaced the aging EA-6B Prowler. Entering service in the late 2000s, the Growler
is equipped with sophisticated jamming pods, electronic surveillance systems, and
communications countermeasures, enabling it to disrupt enemy radar and missile
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systems. Its mission is to escort strike aircraft into contested airspace by degrading enemy air defenses and

providing real-time electronic situational awareness. Despite its specialized role, the Growler retains much of the Super Hornet's flight performance and can operate alongside it seamlessly on
the carrier deck. The shared airframe and systems between the two types simplify logistics, maintenance, and pilot transition, ensuring operational flexibility and cost efficiency for the fleet.
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