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With its distinctive silhouette and formidable name, the Shinden stands out as one of the most renowned prototype aircraft of the Imperial Japanese Army and Navy. Among its peers, none rival the fame achieved by the
Shinden. Its design underwent rigorous testing, including wind tunnel assessments and a powered glide test, culminating in the completion of the first prototype toward the war's end. Presently, the disassembled fuselage
rests at the National Air and Space Museum Annex (Udvar-Hazy Center) in the United States, awaiting eventual restoration. The Shinden's allure stems from its advanced design, evident in its unconventional shape, and
the planners' conviction that, had it met performance criteria, it could have outmatched US military aircraft in both armament and speed. The Shinden embodies a future that succumbed to the war's end, rather than a
dismissed concept devoid of potential, making it a revered symbol. Hasegawa's 1/48 model stands as a quintessential representation. Initially introduced in 1981 and unrivaled in its scale until Zoukei-mura's 2014 release, this
kit impeccably reproduces the aircraft's silhouette with precise fitting parts. While its panel lines are molded convexly, the level of detail appears somewhat dated compared to modern plastic models, providing an excellent
canvas for meticulous enhancement. Exhibiting flexed exterior panels, simulated rivets, and augmented cockpit interior and landing gear storage details, this model doesn't aim to replicate the actual aircraft's specifics but
strives to capture the widely familiar "Japanese fighter-like expression." In essence, it's a homage that encapsulates the joy of recreating prototype aircraft in modeling form.
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HASEGAWA 1/48 SCALE

Injection-plastic kit
Modeled by Komori No Ojisan
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' ZOUKEI-MURA 1/32 SCALE

Injection-plastic kit
Modeled by Shinichiro Wada
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