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K1(GOTO KAYOKO):
When | had the book in my hand, | was attracted to the pictures. Kate is such a lovely girl! Have you thought of
a model for her?

L1 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):
| wanted her to be fun and spirited, and she has a little curl at the bottom of her hair (like | did when | was
little). Her hair is a bit messy- but it is kept under control firmly with a clip.



K2(GOTO KAYOKO):

This book was displayed and sold at the British Fair 2016 in several department stores (in different cities). One
day an elderly woman have told me, " I'll read this book to my grandchild, but | ‘d like to keep it as it’s so
lovely". The pictures, especially on the cover, are so catchy that even the adults have gotten attracted.

L2 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):

This is so lovely to hear and makes me very happy! | love the idea that adults are interested in picture books
and images too. The idea that pictures are something childish and should be outgrown makes me very cross.
We live in such a visual and image saturated world that this out dated notion simply isn't relevant or
questionable any more- which is a good thing!

K3 (GOTO KAYOKO):
What have your children told you after reading over this book?

L3 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):
They ask me if they can go and have tea with the Queen!

K4 (GOTO KAYOKO):
Were you a girl like Kate, when you were child ?

L4 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

| was a little bit. | didn’t have very good table manners and whenever my mother tried to give me salad | would
sneakily put it on my chair and sit on it during the meal so that | wouldn't have to eat it! After the meal, my
mum would find flattened lettuce all squashed on my seat. She still reminds me of that and it makes our family
laugh!

K5(GOTO KAYOKO):
The story and the pictures are so harmonious! Could you tell us some stories on collaborating with Caryl? We
are curious about how has this collaboration started and carried out.

L5 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

| was sent Caryl’s wonderful text by my agent and | just thought it was such fun. Up until that point | had never
illustrated somebody else’s text- only my own. But | loved all the descriptions and food items, and it just
conjured up images of a huge palace with tiny little girls running around having the best time. (We decided on
the Queen being a cheeky little girl just like Kate, as thought it would be more fun and engaging- and get away
from the issue of the Queen resembling or not resembling our own real British Queen). | just had to illustrate
it!

K6 (GOTO KAYOKO):

How have you been motivated to become an illustrator and an animator as well?

A writer as myself, | would like to spread and share about lots of ‘delightful things’, ‘wonderful things’, and
‘wonderful people’ in the world.

L6 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):

| think being creative is just part of who you are. | don’t consciously try and motivate myself to do these
things... it is more like that if | don't to these things (write, illustrate, animate, make things) | get sad and don't
feel like myself at all. | always have a lot of ideas and get excited about possibilities... my ideas can be about a
story, a craft thing | want to make, a painting, a product. | just love making things- | just can't understand it
when people say they are bored... there are far too many interesting things to do to EVER get bored!




K7 (GOTO KAYOKO):
You have put several witty details of drawings in this book to have fun. | noticed Kate’s middle and last name P.
Green suggests pea and she wears the dress coloured green peas. Is that the right guess?

L7 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):

Yes, that is correct... well done! | love putting little jokes and clues and details in for people to spot. In a book,
children love to notice these things, and a book is a very special thing as you can look at one page/image for as
long as you like. I like the idea that new little things can be spotted when you read the book again and again.
Like for example the page when her mother tells her to leave the table and go upstairs, you might notice that
Kate leaves the food on her plate in a sad face.

K8 (GOTO KAYOKO):
Which part of the pictures did you have tough time with?

L8 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):

There are things when | write my own stories that | never never include.... horses, bicycles, and cars... as | have
absolutely no interest in them and drawing them is impossible for me. So, when | noticed that there was a car
in this book (who takes Kate to the palace) | was a little worried! But actually, when | confronted my fear and
drew the car (a nice, beautiful old fashioned stylish one) — | actually enjoyed it. And | love that image now!

K9 (GOTO KAYOKO):
Which pages or parts are your most favorite ones in this book?

L9 (LEIGH HODGKINSON):

| love the parts in the palace. | love the scale of the small children in the huge palace. | also really loved
drawing all of the yummy cakes. The studio where | worked (in London at the time) was right next to a
beautiful cake shop. So, | would visit the cake shop as “research”!

K10(GOTO KAYOKO):

Japanese readers say " it’s so sweet! " after just one look at this book. The bright and vivid collage is
wonderful!

Have you got any special reason to put the collage for this book?

L10 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

| have always loved working in collage- most of my artwork is a mix of mediums.

| like pattern, colour, texture how bold and graphic they look when they are put next to a flat solid colour or a
strong ink line. | love the organic process of using different mediums. It is always fun and feels like playing
rather than working.

K11(GOTO KAYOKO):
This picture book is so lovely! What kind of impression have you got at the first time you had read the plot of
the story?

L11 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

| thought there was a lot of potential for full and vivid images. | loved the contrast of the different locations
(Kates house and a royal palace). It felt like a really fast and fun rollercoaster ride of a story- and was a
pleasure to be part of it.




K12 (GOTO KAYOKO):
| know you are a story writer and an illustrator. Has this book been the first work with another author as an
illustrator? Have you enjoyed it?

L12 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

Yes, this was the first book | have illustrated that was written by somebody else. | have illustrated the second
book of Kate and her family (the second book is about her brother Fred, and is about getting dressed called
“Don't put Your Pants on your Head Fred”). | have also illustrated for a few other authors too now. | do enjoy it-
it is a different experience when you illustrate somebody else’s words.... it keeps you on your toes and makes
you do things slightly differently than if you had written the text yourself.

K13(GOTO KAYOKO):
Could you tell how different has it been illustrating the story of another author from that of your own picture
book?

L13 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

As | mentioned before- illustrating somebody else’s words can sometimes feel less automatic and natural for
me- but it helps keep you fresh and thinking about things in a different way... which | think is always important
for maintaining creativity and interest.

K14 (GOTO KAYOKO):
I've lived in a local city of Japan since | was born. And | have heard you have lived in the countryside of the UK.
Could you tell me the charm of your hometown?

L14 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

I live in a lovely old town near the seaside called Lewes. It has an old castle, and lots of bookshops, coffee
shops and pubs! We moved here as it has a real creative spirit and identity- which was important to us. There
is a lot of creativity here, authors, painters, illustrators, musicians, makers of things... so it is easy to feel alive
and inspired when you walk through the town and see people and notice things around you.

K15(GOTO KAYOKO):
| drink coffee whenever | work on PC. And | know the British drink tea six times a day. Are you also drinking tea
while you are working?

L15 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

| always have a chai tea with honey in the morning... and then later in the day | like Lady Grey tea (which is like
earl grey tea but with orange in it). | think it is a bit of a myth that British people drink lots of tea... | think for
most of the people | know- coffee is more popular!

K16 (GOTO KAYOKO):
Could you give some messages to the Japanese readers?

L16 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :

| hope you enjoy my work, and thank you for reading it! It feels a great priviledge to be doing the job | am
doing, of writing and illustrating books for children. It is important to feel happy and passionate about your job
| think- as you spend so much time working. | feel very lucky and happy to be doing this.

K17 (GOTO KAYOKO):
| am looking forward to translating another book of yours one day!

L17 (LEIGH HODGKINSON) :
Thank you for translating the book.... | hope that Japanese people will like and enjoy other books | have made
in the future!
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